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SDLA 2009 Conference: Back in Circulation 
October 7ð9, Ramkota Inn, Aberdeen 

Planning is well underway for the 2009 
SDLA conference in Aberdeen.  State Librar-
ian, Dan Siebersma will open the conference 
on Wednesday, October 7th at 4:oo pm with 
the State of the State Library address. 

 

The Thursday keynote 
speaker is Dr. Thomas 
Frey.  Thomas Frey is 
the Executive Director 
and Senior Futurist at 
the DaVinci Institute, 
and is currently 
Google's top-rated fu-
turist speaker. 
 

His keynote talks on 
futurist topics have captivated people rang-
ing from high level government officials, to 
executives in Fortune 500 companies, to 
leaders around the world.  
 

Before launching the DaVinci Institute, 
Tom spent 15 years at IBM as an engineer 
and designer where he received over 270 
awards, more than any other IBM engineer.  

Boom Times Ahead for the Post-Recession Library 
by Thomas Frey 
 

With the recent onslaught of layoffs and bad eco-
nomic news, libraries find themselves in an awkward 
predicament. People are now flocking to libraries in 
droves, setting all-time usage records, but the organi-
zations that support them are struggling with their 
own flagging budgets. The escalating demand for 
services is being trumped by unforgiving budgets. So 
whatôs next? 
 

Ten years ago, many in the tech elite were predicting 
that libraries wouldnôt survive. Little did they under-
stand that libraries are living, breathing organisms. 
Much like plants that flourish with good dirt, water 
and sunshine, libraries have begun to thrive in our 
information-rich environment. And libraries will 
figure out ways to adapt to this crisis as well. 
 

Over the past few years I have visited hundreds of 
libraries and spoken to many library groups across 
the country. Throughout these trips, I has seen the 
vibrant nature of libraries in action, and witnessed 
their role as a catalytic connection between people, 
many in poverty, and their aspirations for the future. 
 
continued on pg. 5 

Friday luncheon with  
Walter Sorrells  
Walter Sorrells, recipient of the 2008 SD 
Teen Choice AwardðHigh School Category 
for his book, Fake ID, will be the featured 
luncheon speaker on Friday. 
 

His latest novel for young adults is First Shot, 
which was just given a starred review in Book-
list.  His mystery, Fake ID, was named one the 
10 Best Mysteries of 2005 by Booklist.  Fake 
ID features a girl who has to unlock secrets 
from her past in order to find her missing 
mother.  The follow-up, Club Dread, was re-
leased earlier this year.  

October 9 
 

12:45 pm - 
2:00 pm 

Make plans to join your colleagues 
in Aberdeen!!! 
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SDLA is on my mind a 
lot.  Mostly I think how 
lucky I am to be part of 
this Association. 
 
Iôm lucky to be able to 
associate with the  
librarians who daily go 
above and beyond what 
is required of them to 
provide their patrons 
with the best library  
service possible. 
 
Sometimes that dedica-
tion gets recognizedð
most often it does not.  
Thanks to all of you who 
have made the profes-
sion worthy of respect. 
 
I consider myself fortu-
nate to be in the com-
pany of people who care 
about the future of li-

brary service, and who 
are advocates for that 
service to city and county 
commissions, school 
boards, administrators, 
state legislators, and oth-
ers.  Once again, you are 
to be commended for 
your dedication. 
 
Itôs a privilege to be part 
of an association that 
continually promotes 
libraries and librarians.  
The annual SDLA con-
ference is one way the 
Association provides li-
brarians with useful and 
up-to-date tools and in-
formation.  The planning 
committee has worked 
hard to bring you quality 
programs that will bene-
fit you and the patrons 
you serve.  All of us are 

From the Presidenté Nancy Sabbe 

SDLA Treasurerôs Report as of May 5, 2009 

making hard choices 
because of the current 
economic climate, and 
Iôm asking you to make 
continuing education a 
priority when deciding 
how to spend your 
budget.  Come to Aber-
deen in October. 
 
I hope you agree that 
this Association is valu-
able and worth your 
time and money.  I en-
courage you to be an 
active member.  I think 
you will find, as I have, 
that the benefits of be-
longing to SDLA in-
crease in proportion to 
your involvement. 

ALERT!! 
 

The deadline for submitting Award Nominations has been set for  
August 7th. Do you know someone who is particularly deserving of  

recognition by SDLA? Award Categories:  Friend of the Library,  
New Librarian, Librarian of the Year, Trustee, Distinguished Service,  
Intellectual Freedom, Library Support Staff? Watch the SDLA listserv 
and the July/August issue of Book Marks for more information. It isn't 

too early to start gathering information for the nomination form.  
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The SDLN Executive Committee recently met in Sioux Falls to consider issues of immediate con-
cern, as well as to spend time thinking about the future.  It was clear that these past months have 
taught us we need to look outside South Dakota for the depth of expertise to maximize 
our Aleph Ex Libris system.  For example, v.19 is already available and v.20 is in test production. 
The Executive Committee believes it is critical to continue moving forward with new Aleph re-
leases, even as we begin looking at other alternatives for our automation future.  Too often in the 
past months, the answer to our requests for improved functionality were greeted with the 
response, ñitôs in v.19.ò  We want that functionality. 
 

The Executive Committee has, however, encouraged Warren Wilson to negotiate with staff from 
North Dakota or Minnesota to assist us in our next migration.  As member libraries we know it 
was a mistake to rely on Ex Libris for support during the v.18 migration. 
 

In addition to establishing a timeframe for the next migration we will be encouraging SDLN staff 
and interested member librarians to evaluate the SFX/MetaLib products for a decision about 
whether to continue these subscriptions or substitute competing software.  Finally, we hope to 
arrange demonstrations of front end options that would make our OPAC more user friendly. 
 

Lastly, we are grateful for the work of the South Dakota members of the MEIR Task Force: Julie 
Erickson, State Library, Robert Russell, NSU, Laura Wight, SDSU and Lisa Brunick, Augustana, 
for evaluating electronic databases in conjunction with colleagues from North Dakota and Minne-
sota.  While we are still waiting for information from MINITEX, we do know that access to data-
bases will likely change as SDLN and the State Library partner to maximize resources while con-
trolling costs. 
  

Be certain that you are subscribed to the SDLN listserv so that you donôt miss out on updates and 
announcements.  If you are not certain, email Francie Voelker fvoelker@sdln.net at the SDLN 
office and inquire.  Have a wonderful summer! 

S. D. Library Association 
2008-2009 Officers 

 

President 
 Nancy Sabbe 
 Madison Public Library 
 nsabbe@sdln.net 
 

Vice-President/President-Elect 
 Kay Christensen 
 Augustana College 
 kay.christensen@augie.edu 

  

Past President 
Robin Schrupp 
Grant County Library 
gclibrary21@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Julie Erickson 
S.D. State Library 
julie.erickson@state.sd.us 
 

Treasurer/Executive Secretary 
 Brenda Hemmelman 
       1403 E. Franklin St. 
       Pierre, SD 57501 
       bkstand@pie.midco.net 
 

ALA Councilor 
Lea Briggs 
Presentation College 
Lea.Briggs@presentation.edu  
 

MPLA Representative 
 Michael Mullin 
 Watertown Regional Library 
 mmullin@sdln.net 

 

Academic/Special Section Chair 
David Gleim 
SD State University 
david.gleim@sdstate.edu 
  

Public Library Section Chair 
 Jane Norling 
 Beresford Public Library 
 libone@bmct.net 
  

School Library Section Chair 
 Kerri Smith 
      SF Public SchoolsðWashington 
 kerri.smith@k12.sd.us 
 

Support Staff Section Chair 
 Jennifer Meiners 
 Augustana College 
 jennifer.meiners@augie.edu  
 

Federal Relations Coordinator 
 Dan Siebersma 
 S.D. State Library 
 dan.siebersma@state.sd.us 
 

SDACT 
 Ann Smith 
 Sioux Falls School District 
 ann.smith@k12.sd.us 

SDLN Connectioné 
by Ronelle Thompson 

2009 S.D. Childrenôs Book Award Winners 
Chickens to the Rescue, by John Himmelman, is the winner of the 2009 Prairie 
Bud Award. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, written by Kate 
DiCamillo and illustrated by Bagram Ibatouilline, is the Prairie Pasque Award 
winner. 
 

Sponsored by the South Dakota Library Association, the contest features two lists 
of fifteen nominated titles: the Prairie Bud list is intended for students in grades 
K-3; the Prairie Pasque list is for 4th-6th grade students. To qualify to vote, stu-
dents are to read at least five books from the list of fifteen nominees for their 
grade level; they then vote for their favorite. The book receiving the most votes 
on each list receives the award. 
 

2009 Teen Choice Award Winners 
Congratulations to Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by James Patterson 
selected as the winner from the Middle School list and Runner by Carl Deuker 
selected as the winner from the High School list.  The SD YARP Teen Reads 
Committee tallied how many total stars a book was given on a 1-4 (4 being best) 
scale.  
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Donôt tell anyone, but the 
Academic, Health & Spe-
cial Libraries Section has a 
secret identity as South Da-
kotaôs Chapter of ACRL, 
the Association of College 
and Research Libraries.  
 
Wearing our ACRL Chap-
ter disguise, members of the 
Section are proud to an-
nounce a presentation by 
Ms. Erika Linke.  Ms. Linke 
is President of ACRL and 
Associate Dean of the Uni-
versity Libraries at Carnegie 
Mellon University.  Ms. 
Linke will discuss how the 
Internet Age is changing 
research and scholarship.  

Cassandra Barnett has been a 
school librarian for 31 years in 
both elementary and high school 
libraries, and is currently at Fa-
yetteville High School Library in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. She has 
presented at state and national 
conferences on storytelling, form-
ing student and teacher book 
clubs, dealing with book chal-
lenges in school libraries and col-
laboration with teachers.   
 

As a member of the AASL Stan-
dards for Learning Task Force, she 
helped write the new "Standards 
for the 21st Century Learner" and 
was a member of the task force 
that developed the "Standards for 
the 21st Century Learner in Ac-
tion" document.  Cassandra will 
take office as President of the 
American Association of School 
Librarians at the ALA Annual 
Conference  in July. 

Thursday, 10/8 
1:00pm - 1:55pm, 2:30pm - 4:00pm 

 

Kary Barth is a regional sales man-
ager for Kapco Library Products.  
This workshop is designed to dem-
onstrate quick and easy techniques 
for extending shelf life of general 
circulation materials.  Prevention is 
the key, but the workshop will ad-
dress specific, common repairs:  
tipping in loose pages, broken 
spines, torn header caps, ripped and 
torn pages. 
  

This three-hour workshop is limited 
to 25 participants.  Each participant 
is asked to bring scissors, 2 paper-
back books, preferable new or like 
new condition to demonstrate cov-
ering techniques; a hardbound book 
with a book jacket to demonstrate 
application of book jacket covers; a 
stapled book or magazine; a book 
that needs to have a loose page 
tipped in; and one hardbound book 
that needs repair. 

Back in Circulation 

Erika Linke 
President of ACRL 

 

Thursday, October 8 
9:35am - 10:30am 

Cassandra Barnett 
President-Elect of 

AASL 
 

ñLearning for Life 
Initiativeò 

Thursday, 10/8 
8:30am - 9:25am 

 
ñNew AASL  
Standardsò 

Thursday, 10/8 
9:35am - 10:30am 

Rob Reid is a Senior Lecturer for the Foundations of Education Depart-
ment at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. His specialty is children's 
literature, literature for adolescents, and storytelling. He is the author of 
two picture books and ten story programming and read-aloud resource 
books for librarians and teachers. He has a regular column in Book Links 
magazine entitled, ñThe Reid-Aloud Alert.ò 
 

Rob has previously served as a youth services and special needs consultant 
for the Indianhead Federated Library System in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 

and as a children's librarian for the Eau Claire Public Library and the Pueblo (CO) Library 
District.  Rob was recently elected to the 2006 Newbery Award Committee and named as 
the 2004 Wisconsin Library Associationôs Librarian of the Year. 
 
Making Literature Come Alive, 10/9, 10:30am - 11:25am 
Rob Reid will share his favorite, kid-tested ways to make literature fun and exciting for chil-
dren through storytelling, music, poetry and wordplay, creative dramatics, and even a library 
rap or two. This highly participative program draws resources from Rob's twelve books and 
his nearly 30 years of entertaining children. 
 
Connecting Music with Literature for More Lively Storytimes, 10/9, 11:35am - 12:30pm 
Rob will show librarians how to incorporate music into their story programs. Heôll show 
how to match specific picture books with a song, and how music and movement can make 
storytime come alive for children (and adults!). 
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continued from pg. 1 
 

Libraries are judged by their overall relevancy to the people in 
their constituency. Much like Googleôs approach to calculating 
the relevancy of search results to individual search queries,  
libraries need to continually assess how relevant the features and 
functions they provide are to the people in their  community.  
Declining budgets are forcing everyone to limit expansive think-
ing. The most significant changes will result for reasons that few 
understand. 
 

However, libraries will have a rich future. The stage is being set 
for libraries to become a new center of gravity for  informational 
activities, search technology, cutting edge  opportunities, 
and much more. 

The Academic, Health Sci-
ences, & Special Libraries 
Section of SDLA will spon-
sor a poster session at this 
yearôs annual conference.  
The poster session will be 
held concurrently with the 
no-host social event on 
Thursday evening October 

8th from 5:30-6:30 pm.  All members from all types of 
libraries are encouraged to participate. 
  

Poster sessions provide an interactive venue for displaying 
and demonstrating ideas, activities, and best practices 
without the ñstage frightò associated with formal presenta-
tions.  Since this session is concurrent with the social 
event, you will have the opportunity for one-on-one inter-
actions as a presenter and as an audience member.  Some 
of the posters presented at last yearôs conference included 
a demonstration of Web 2.0 tools applicable for library 
or personal use, findings of a study on honoring accounts 
in reference encounters, and a presentation about library 
services in Hyderabad, India, and travel abroad. 
 

The best presentations are those that can be done visually 
and/or through hands on demonstrations.  Presenters 
will have a conference table and electricity will be avail-
able for electronic devices.  Posters should be mounted 
on presentation boards.  Suggestions for making a dy-
namic poster presentation are located on the SDLA Web 
site.  Go to the SDLA home page and click on the Con-
tinuing Ed/Annual Conference link, the under 
ñCalendar of Events,ò click on the 2009 Annual Confer-
ence link.  The link to Creating/Presenting a Poster Ses-
sion is found on the left hand side of the page. 
 

To submit your poster session proposal or to obtain addi-
tional information, contact section secretary Linda Kott 
at linda.kott@sdstate.edu or by phone at (605) 688-5957.  
The deadline for submissions is September 8. 

SDLA 2009 Annual Conference 

SDLA 

Poster 

Session 

Lauren Burnett is President of 
the Center for Inner Quality. 
For over 25 years, she has pro-
vided professional development 
workshops, consulting and key -
note speaking presentations to 
increase the effectiveness, empow-
erment and emotional intelli-
gence of people in the workplace. 
  

A certified emotional intelligence facilitator and business 
coach, Lauren serves many library systems with programming 
that includes her signature VOICE model for customer ser-
vice, phone etiquette and call management, leadership, com-
munication, professionalism, workplace attitudes and team 
work. 
  

Lauren has appeared on TV and radio speaking on human 
potential development and has authored numerous articles in 
newspapers and trade publications. 
 

Stomp Out Negativity, 10/8, 9:35am - 10:30am  
Improve the quality of your work-life and the quality of your 
output. In this fun and practical workshop, identify the 
causes and types of negators; take away strategies that will 
help you deal with gossip, naysayers, my-way-or-the-highwayers 
and more.  
  
Become a Library Advocate and Talk Up the Value of Your 
Library, 10/8. 2:30pmð4:00pm  
Trustees can be spokespersons who spread the value of our 
libraries and make the value visible so libraries are considered 
'movers and shakers' in the community. Prepare for opportu-
nities where you can share what the library does and the ser-
vice it provides to community members.  

More in-depth conference information 

and schedule updates 

will be available at the SDLA web site: 

 

http://www.sdlibraryassociation.org/home/ceo.asp 
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The novel The Jumping Off 
Place by Marian Hurd 
McNeely is set in the early 
1900ôs in Tripp County near 
Dallas, South Dakota.  It is 
reminiscent of the Little 
House on the Prairie series, 
but was written before that 
series.  It was published in 
1929 and received the New-
bery Honor in 1930.  Older 
children and adults who like 
historical fiction will enjoy 
this story set in the Dakota 
Territory.  Upper elementary 
students and middle school 
students who enjoy the Little 
House series will love reading 
about the struggles and tri-
umphs of four young home-
steaders trying to make a 
claim on the Dakota Prairie. 
 

When the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation was opened to 
squatters, it was the beautiful 

wide-open prairie with lush 
green grass and the breeze, 
which lured Uncle Jim to put 
his name in the drawing for 
a claim.  His name was cho-
sen and he prepared for the 
move to the prairie.  Uncle 
Jim passed away and would 
never realize the dream of 
owning land in the Dakotas.  
In his care were his nieces 
and nephews who had lost 
their parents at a young age.  
Becky, Dick, Phil and Joan 
leave the comforts of their 
home in Platteville, Wiscon-
sin in an effort to improve 
upon the 160 acres of land 
for fourteen months in order 
to gain ownership of the 
land. 
 

At first the charm of the vast 
land captivates the young 
kids, but then the harsh win-
ter sets in.  As winter ap-

Book Review 
proaches the youngsters are 
in a battle for the land with 
other squatters, who try to 
sabotage their claim.  It does 
not matter how many notes 
Uncle Jim left for the kids, 
nothing can prepare them 
for the bitter cold and driv-
ing winds, the war with the 
neighbors, and the drought.  
The children run short on 
money, and the Dakota Prai-
rie does have some cruel sur-
prises in store for them.  As 
the story goes on the chil-
dren face all of the hardships 
head-on with a great deal of 
fight for the dream that Un-
cle Jim so dearly loved.   
 

Every time that they feel that 
maybe the unforgiving prai-
rie has beaten them, they 
find out that they do have 
friends throughout the end-
less country that want them 

to succeed.  In the end 
Becky, Dick, Joan and Phil 
fight off the many obstacles 
and fall in love with not only 
Uncle Jimôs dream but the 
prairie itself. 
 

I enjoyed this book although 
it was a little hard to sink 
yourself into in the begin-
ning.  Once past the begin-
ning, the description of the 
prairie and the trials that the 
orphans overcame will capti-
vate readers.  The descrip-
tions the McNeely write 
about the prairie helps place 
the reader there and to em-
pathize with the kids that 
had to grow up in a hurry.  
The reader can feel the ap-
peal of the open land and 
appreciate the determination 
that it took for the children 
to make it or anyone to make 
it. 

 
 

 
 

 
Dorothy Liegl, recently retired from the South Dakota State Library, is winner of the 2009 Mountain Plains Library  
Association Distinguished Service Award.  The award is given for her contributions to MPLA and to the library  
profession. 
 
Throughout her 36-year career at the South Dakota State Library, Dorothy held many job titles, including cataloger, head 
of technical services, film and video librarian, director of library development, deputy state librarian and state librarian. 
She was a grant writer, federal grant coordinator, collector and disseminator of statistical data, continuing education  
presenter and cheerleader. Within MPLA, she has been the President, state representative, Leadership Institute committee 
member and mentor, and has served as a member or chair on many committees through the years.  Library staff and  
trustees across South Dakota and the MPLA region have commented that Dorothy always has time to listen and offer a 
word of encouragement. That's not surprising for a person who believes that your success is measured by the success of 
those you assist.  Liegl retired from the South Dakota State Library in October, 2008, and has now shifted her focus to 
consulting throughout the MPLA region. 
 
Congratulations to Elvita Landau who is now President Elect of the MPLA.  She will take office as President of MPLA at 
the April 19-21, 2010 conference in Oklahoma City.  
 
Michael Mullin, director of the Watertown Regional Library, has been appointed to serve the remainder of Elvita  
Landauôs term as the MPLA representative for South Dakota. 
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Brookings Library  
Support Day Luncheon 
2009 
 
National Library Workers 
Day was celebrated in 
Brookings on Tuesday, 
April 14th with a lunch-
eon held at the local Pizza 
Hut.  Nineteen staff mem-
bers from the Brookings 
Public Library and the 
Briggs Library at SDSU 
met for lunch and sociali-
zation.  NLWD is a day 
for library staff, users, ad-
ministrators and Friends 
groups to recognize the 
valuable contributions 
made by all library work-
ers.  This yearôs event was 
the 11th consecutive year 
that library staff in the 
Brookings area has met in 
honor of this day.  The 
group had a wonderful 

time reconnecting with 
their fellow workers and 
everyone had a great 
time! 
 
Submitted by 
Susan Schleicher, SDSU 
 
Sioux Falls library  
assistants join together  
 
They met on April 14 to 
celebrate National Li-
brary Workers Day. at 
Godfatherôs pizza where 
they enjoyed food, fun, 
and fellowship. Atten-
dees came from aca-
demic, public, special, 
and school libraries. The 
group had lots of fun 
with our own game show. 
The fun little survey 
taken by 100 South Da-
kota librarians was the 
basis for our game ñHow 

many Librariansé.ò. It 
was lots of fun and the 
winning team received 
100 grand!!...... (candy 
bars). Here are the results 
if you want to play along 
at home. Thanks to all 
who participated in our 
event and survey. 
 
1)     Do you have to read 
the book before you see the 
movie?   Yes= 33, No= 67 
 
2)     Have you ever denied 
reading a book because it 
was ñtrashyò? Yes= 28,  
No= 72 
 
3)     Would you ever admit 
a movie was better than the 
book? Yes= 80, No= 20  
 
4)     Did you marry a non-
reader? Yes=43 , No=57 
 
5)      Have you ever been 

called ñMarion ï the Librar-
ianò by a friend or family 
member? Yes= 60, No= 40 
 
6)      Have you ever fin-
ished a book in one day? 
Yes= 90, No= 10 
 
7)      Have you ever actually 
"Shhh"ed a patron?  
Yes= 77, No= 23 
 
8)   Did you think you were 
going to be a librarian when 
you were young? Yes= 14, 
No= 86 
 
9)      Have you ever actually 
worn your hair in a bun? 
Yes= 35, No= 65 
 
10)   Have you ever ñfixedò 
a misshelved book in a li-
brary that wasnôt yours? 
Yes= 86, No= 14 
 
Submitted by 
Jennifer Meiners, Augustana  
Chair, Support Staff section 

Celebrating Library Support Staff! 

Brookingsô Celebration! Sioux Fallsô Celebration! 

Since 1996, one day of each National Library Week (typically Wednesday)   

has in "some" States & individual libraries,  

been observed as Support Staff Day  or Library Assistants' Day.  
(librarysupportstaff.com) 


