
Kevin Kenkel 
Dakota Wesleyan University 
 
I chose to become a librarian  
because I was attracted to two  
important aspects of the  
profession: education and service. 
Providing quality service is  
important to me. Being involved in 
the learning process is also  

important to me. Libraries play a critical role in providing 
service and access to all kinds of information for our  
patrons.  Librarians help educate “students” of all ages in 
locating, analyzing, and actively using information. SDLA 
plays an important role by supporting all of us in  
providing quality service and educational opportunities to 
our patrons. It is important to share this message with the 
state at large. 
 
After earning a BA in Humanities from St. John’s  
University (MN) and a BS in Social Studies Education 
from St. Cloud State University (MN) I received my MA 
in Library and Information Science from the University of 
Iowa. In 1993 I moved to South Dakota to become  
University Librarian at Huron University. After three 
years there I accepted the position of Director of  
Learning Resources at Dakota Wesleyan University in 
Mitchell. In 2001 I became DWU’s Chief Information 
Officer, retaining my position as library director. 
 
I became a member of SDLA when I moved to the state in 
1993. I have served as Chair of the Academic Section, 
Chair of the Nominating Committee, and Chair of the  
Auditing Committee.  In 1995, SDLA sponsored my  
participation in the Snowbird Leadership Institute. I was 
awarded the New Librarian of the Year award at the 1997 
annual conference. I also have served on the SDLN  
Executive Committee. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Pam Lingor 
Alexander Mitchell Public Library 
 
The office of vice-president/  
president-elect of the South Dakota 
Library Association is a position that 
provides many opportunities: 
  
• To learn from past and current 
leaders within our association and to 

continue their efforts by expanding upon the ground work 
they have laid 
 
The SDLA Strategic Plan provides a good blueprint for  
accomplishing important goals for our association.  So 
much work has already been done; we need to continue 
that legacy. 
  
• To cultivate future membership and leadership within 

the association 
 
Communication with our own membership is key to  
providing an informed membership.  People are often  
willing to help if they know what the task involves and are 
asked. We have so much to offer but not everybody knows 
about it. 
 
• To promote the association, as a whole; libraries, in  

general; and librarians, in particular 
 
Promotion is often a matter of education and information, 
which is second nature to librarians.  We are modest about 
our skills and accomplishments when we should be tooting 
our own horns.  We sometimes forget what a valuable the 
service we provide. We are just doing our jobs.  Promoting 
our libraries and ourselves can help enhance and improve 
our lives and the lives of our library users. 
 
• To meet and work with very dedicated library staff  

members and supporters throughout the state 
 
I also look at the presidency of SDLA as an opportunity to 
serve an organization and a profession that has given so 
much to me, personally.  As the director of my library, I 
feel a certain obligation to serve my professional  
organization.  This is a chance to give back.  I also view 
this as a challenge to expand my own skills and efforts.  
This is a learning opportunity.  I welcome the challenge 
and the opportunity.  



 
 
 

By Dennis Nath 

This has been a very busy spring.  The Legislative Issues Committee has 
been working hard on developing our platform for the upcoming legislative 
season.  Two major input meetings have already occurred in Sioux Falls and 
another in Rapid City.  The committee will be bringing their  
recommendations to the SDLA board meeting that will be held on July 14 at 
Cedar Shores in Chamberlain.  Under the Board’s direction, our two  
lobbyists have done a very credible job in conveying our ideas to the  
legislature.  Greta Chapman and her committee members have worked hard 
in promoting SDLA to the legislators in both the House and the Senate.  Deb 
Hagemeier also has had two input meetings on updating SDLA and asking 
members how we can improve what we do and how we do it. She challenges 
each of us to take a personal interest in our professional organization.   
Additionally, Deb has been working with a PR committee to get the word out 
to everyone about SDLA. 
 
Ann Smith and her committee have spent the spring and summer developing 
K-12 library standards.  There has been a lack of standards and direction for  
K-12 libraries since the time that all mandates were repealed under the  
Janklow administration.  Librarians, teachers, and many administrators  
believe that there is a strong need for reestablishing standards for libraries.  
Ann will be presenting a pre-conference information session at the SDLA 
Fall Conference in Spearfish in October.  It is important for not just school  
librarians, but all librarians to understand what these standards will do for us 
after they have been adopted. 
 
 The Fall Conference is getting closer all the time.  The Local Arrangements 
Committee is planning a night out in Deadwood.  Transportation, gifts, and 
coupons will be available to make this an exciting and fun filled evening. We 
are excited about this conference in Spearfish and encourage each of you to 
make a special effort to attend. Our keynote speaker for the conference will 
be Doug Johnson, the Library Media Director for the Mankato (MN) School  
District.  He is a well known speaker and current president of MENO 
(Minnesota State affiliate of AASL and ALA.)  More information concerning 
Doug can be found at his personal website. http://www.doug-johnson.com/. 
 
 See you in Spearfish! 
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Calendar 
 
July 29 — Branch Out SD 
 Augustana Coll., Sioux Falls 
 
Sept. 15 — Early Registration due for 
 Conference 
 
Oct. 6 –8 — SDLA Annual Conference 
 Spearfish 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Full page.................................... $200.00 
Half-page, 6 issues............. $80.00 each 
Quarter-page, 6 issues ....... $40.00 each 
Half-page, 3 issues............. $90.00 each 
Quarter-page, 3 issues ....... $45.00 each 
Half-page, single issue .............. $100.00 
Quarter-page, single issue .......... $50.00 
Column inch................................... $9.50 
Business card ad ................ $25.00 each 

Book Marks 
 

Volume 55, Number 4 
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  The Newsletter of the South Dakota Library 
Association is published bimonthly by the 
Association. Members receive it as part of 
their membership dues. Other subscriptions: 
$15.00 per year. 
 
  This newsletter is printed on permanent, 
recycled paper. 
  If you have questions, comments or  
suggestions concerning the editorial content 
of Book Marks, contact the editor. 

 
Lisa Brunick 

Mikkelsen Library, Augustana College 
2001 S. Summit Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD 57197 

605-274-4921 
lisa_brunick@augie.edu 

 
If your address changes or you need  
information about your subscription or to  
ob ta in  a  back  i ssue ,  con tac t : 
 

Brenda Hemmelman 
Executive Secretary 

SD Library Association 
PO Box 1212 

Rapid City, SD 57709-1212 
605-394-4171 ext.501 

bkstand@rap.midco.net 
 

DEADLINES 
January/February issue .......December 1 
March/April issue ...................February 1 
May/June issue............................. April 1 
July/August issue......................... June 1 
September/October issue......... August 1 
November/December issue .... October 1 

From the President 

BranchOut 2004 
Get your registration in now and come join the fun!! 

More information available at 
http://lib.sdstate.edu/salonen/BranchOut.htm  
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By Phil Mulvaney 
SDLN Advisory Council Chair 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen:  
It is shaping up to be a busy summer - busier than anyone would have thought - 
for SDLN folks as we slog through the Ex Libris implementation. 
Let me share with you some of the highlights:  
 
Representatives from SDLN and SDLN libraries who attended the North 
American Aleph Users Group (NAAUG) meeting in Boston had a very  
productive and informative conference.  One of the highlights of the meeting 
was that Gary Johnson was elected to be one of seven members on the NAAUG 
Steering Committee. He will be the only representative from a consortium or a 
non-ARL library.  
 
Also, SDLN's invitation to hold the annual NAAUG meeting in Spearfish was 
accepted. It is on the schedule for 2007, following College Park (Maryland) in 
2005 and Knoxville (Tennessee) in 2006.  
 
As you know, the project to convert from PALS to Ex Libris is slightly behind 
schedule. At NAAUG and in Orlando at ALA, Gary and some SDLN Executive 
Committee members held meetings with several Ex Libris officials reiterating 
the fact that it is critical to get academic libraries up by the end of August and 
that the soft-STP must resume immediately.   Time was also spent with  
ExLibris and Syndetics staff to iron out some details of our planned  
subscription to added content from Syndetics.  It is planned to have book jacket 
covers and other helpful content included with the new SDLN OPAC. 
 
Lots of testing must still be done during July.  Besides the final tests of the data 
conversion process this includes the Marcive loader, OCLC loader, and many 
features of ILL and course reserves. Colleen Kirby has a test group ready to test 
applications in the smaller libraries. The team is already working to help  
libraries review their data. The test team is composed of Todd Butler, Laura 
Olson, Jackie Hanson, B.J. Kim, Carlene Aro, Dustin Larmore, Ed Hughes, 
Colleen Kirby and others at the state library. 
 
The month of August and possibly the first week of September will be devoted 
to converting all Group I (mostly academic) libraries.  September and October 
will be devoted to converting the Group II libraries: most public and K-12. The 
PALS OPAC will be up during this time.   
 
Thanks.  
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SDLN Connection South Dakota Library Association 
Serving South Dakota since 1904 
(http://www.usd.edu/sdla/) 

2003-2004 Officers 
President 
 Dennis Nath, Mitchell School District 
 Mitchell, SD 57301 
 (605) 995-3077 
 denny.nath@k12.sd.us 
 
Vice-President/President-Elect 

Deb Hagemeier, Augustana College 
Sioux Falls, SD 57197-0001 
(605) 274-5354 
deb_hagemeier@augie.edu 
 

Past President 
 Jeanne Conner, Lennox High School 
 jeanne.conner@k12.sd.us 
 
Secretary 

Pam Lingor, 
Alexander Mitchell Public Library 
Aberdeen SD 57401 
Plingor@sdln.net 
 

Treasurer 
 Brenda Hemmelman 
       PO Box 1212 
       Rapid City, SD 57709-1212 
       bkstand@rap.midco.net 
 
ALA Councilor 

Joe Edelen, ID Weeks Library 
University of South Dakota 
Vermillion, SD  57069-2390 
jedelen@usd.edu 
 

MPLA Representative 
Mary Caspers-Graper, SD State University 
Brookings, SD 
mary_caspers-graper@sdstate.edu 
 

Academic/Special Section Chair 
Elizabeth Fox, SD State University 
elizabeth_fox@sdstate.edu 
  

Public Library Section Chair 
 Colleen Smith, Huron Public Library 
 csmith@sdln.net 
 
School Library Section Chair 
 Dan Syljuberget, Hill City Schools 
 dsyljuberget@hillcity.k12.sd.us 
 
SDACT Section Chair 

Dennis Nath, Mitchell School District 
Mitchell, SD 57301 
denny.nath@k12.sd.us 
 

Support Staff Section Chair 
 Crystal Gering-Nelson 
 Good Samaritan Society 
 cnelson2@good-sam.com 

News from the Professional Development Committee 
Sarah Devereaux has been awarded an SDLA scholarship.  Sarah is currently enrolled in the School of Library and 
Information Science at the University of North Texas.  She is part of their distance education program.  Sarah is the 
Circulation Assistant/Student Work Coordinator at Mikkelsen Library, Augustana College.   
 
Have you seen a conference or workshop that you would like to attend this year, but travel money is tight?  Apply for 
an SDLA Professional Development Grant.  These are stipends of up to $400 per person to help you defray the 

  costs of attendance and travel to a work related workshop, conference or meeting.  The fall deadline is September 15.  For further 
   information, please consult the SDLA website at www.usd.edu/sdla/, or call Colleen Kirby at 1-800-423-6665. 
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2004 SDLA Elections  
Ballots will be mailed to members the second week of August.  The ballots are to be returned by 
September 18, 2004.  The candidates are: 
 
Vice President/President Elect:  Kevin Kenkel 
      Director, Layne Library Dakota Wesleyan University 
     Pam Lingor 
      Director, Alexander Mitchell Public Library 
 
Secretary:     GayLynn Rollo 
      Library Assistant, Avera McKennan Hospital Library 
     LaVera Rose 
      Digital Librarian, South Dakota State Library 
 
MPLA Councilor:    David Alexander 
      Reference/Electronic Resources Librarian, SDSU 
     Colleen Smith 
      Director, Huron Public Library  
 
ALA Councilor:    Joe Edelen 
      Bibliographic Control Librarian, USD 
     Jennifer Irwin 
      Circulation Supervisor, Rapid City Public Library 

July/August 2004 

An Interim Legislative Study Committee has been 
formed to review the activities and programs of the State 
Department of Education that includes the State Library.  
The Legislature reviews two departments each year to 
determine the status of departmental programs and  
initiatives.  It is an opportunity for the state agencies to 
inform legislators of their activities and for legislators to 
ask questions about what the departments are doing on 
behalf of the state.  The initial meeting was held at the 
State Capitol on June 15.  Dorothy Liegl, Acting State 
Librarian, was one of the division heads briefing the  
legislators and responding to their questions.  The  
administrative rules related to school accreditation and 
school librarian certification are topics under discussion 
that are of vital interest to SDLA.  Ann Smith, chair of 
the School Standards Committee, attended the committee 
meeting on behalf of SDLA.  At least two more meetings 
are planned in late August or September with the next 
meeting designated as the forum for hearing public  
testimony on education issues.   These study committees 
are often the source of proposed legislation for the next 
session, so SDLA will continue to monitor the  
committee’s progress.  Visit the Legislative Research 
Council website at http://legis.state.sd.us/index.cfm to 
learn more. 

Legislative Committee begins review  
of Department of Education  

The Library Issues committee recently held meetings in 
Sioux Falls and Rapid City to gather input for the 2005 
Legislative Platform.  The meetings began with a report 
from the SDLA Lobbyist, Dennis Duncan.  He felt the past 
legislative session was a success.  SDLA’s presence is now 
recognized by the legislature and SDLA has a “seat at the 
table” with the Department of Education.  Mr. Duncan  
believes SDLA needs to identify legislators to advocate for 
SDLA in their caucus. 
 

SDLA President Dennis Nath emphasized that Dr. Rick 
Melmer, Secretary of the Department of Education, is open 
to working with SDLA and is a friend to education.  
 
Issues were proposed for the 2005 Legislative Platform  
include 
 Funding to support membership in SDLN 
 Funding for SDLN staff  
 School Media Curriculum Specialists at the State Library 
 
Items may be placed within the State Library budget  
request.  Items not funded in the budget, would become a 
potential SDLA Legislative bill.  
 

More detailed information will be available on the SDLA 
web site and at conference.  Please contact Greta Chapman, 
gchapman@rcplib.org, with questions or concerns. 

Library Issues Committee begins drafting 
2005 Legislative Platform 
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Conference Update 

  In the last issue of Book Marks, there was a Registration insert for the South Dakota Library Association Conference 
which will be held Oct. 6-8 in Spearfish. We have some additional information for you.  These updates can be found on 
the SDLA web site. 
 
New programs added: 
• Thursday luncheon program will feature Dr. Jerome Tweton as Teddy Roosevelt. The time has changed to 11:45-
1:30. From 1:30 to 2:30 there will be a “No Conflicts Exhibit session” where birthday cake will be served to celebrate 
SDLA’s birthday. 
 

• Elizabeth Fox will be addressing “Crime and Libraries” on Thursday, Oct. 7th from 3:30-4:30. 
 

• A NetLibrary session has been added to Friday’s schedule from 8:30-9:30.  
 
 There have also been some slight time changes in 3 of the sessions. Please make note: 
• The time for the Public & Circulation User Groups and Government Documents User Group meetings on  
Wednesday morning have been changed to 9:00-10:00. 
 

• Thursday Keynote  “Whadda I Need That I Ain’t Got?” is 9:00-10:00. 
 

• Budgeting for Lean Mean Times is changed to 10:30-11:30. 
 
Books by featured author Will Hobbs will be available for purchase from 9:00am to 2:00pm on Friday, October 8, cour-
tesy of Borders Books.  Look near the registration table for Hobbs’ hardcover and paperback titles, and also his newest 
release “Leaving Protection”.  Some of Hobbs’ titles will be available in recorded book form.  Borders is offering a 20% 
discount.  Anyone wishing to purchase books “tax free” must provide a tax exempt number, or plan to pay the 6% sales 
tax.  Borders is willing to accept purchase orders, but an account must be set up with Borders at least 2 weeks prior to the 
conference.  
 
Feeling lucky??  The Gold Dust Casino is sponsoring Deadwood Dinner and Gaming on Friday, Oct. 8th. They will  
provide a free shuttle. This shuttle will pick us up at the Holiday Inn in Spearfish at 4:30; deliver us to the Gold Dust in 
Deadwood where we will be greeted and provided with coupons for dinner and gaming. Gold Dust has a crab and prime 
rib buffet on Friday nights for $11.99, but you are welcome to eat anywhere in Deadwood. At 9:00 pm the shuttle will be 
at the Gold Dust for the return trip to Spearfish. If you are interested in participating, be sure to indicate that on your  
registration form.  Pre-registration is required since shuttle space is limited. 
     
As plans proceed, there will be more information made available about the conference. Be sure to visit the SDLA website 
for updates,  http://www.usd.edu/sdla/sdla2004/sdla2004.htm  The conference will be great and the Black Hills are  
beautiful in the fall. Hope to see you all in Spearfish 

 Annual Conference 
Spearfish 

October 6-8, 2004 
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South Dakota Libraries to Begin NACO Participation 
Starting in mid-August, five South Dakota academic libraries will cooperate to form the South Dakota NACO Funnel.  
NACO is the name authority component of the Library of Congress's Program for Cooperative Cataloging.  Members of 
NACO contribute original name, title, and series authority records to the Library of Congress Name Authority File.  
These authority records specify the authorized forms of names for people, corporations, meetings, and uniform titles.  
Authority records assist librarians and patrons by providing a single way to search for an author or title.  The searcher 
does not need to know all forms of a person's name to find all works written by or about that person.  One search that 
finds everything makes for a satisfied patron and for better overall library service and catalog integrity.  A goal of the 
state group is the creation of name authority records for the numerous South Dakota state government agencies.  Dustin 
Larmore of Dakota State University will serve as the South Dakota NACO Coordinator.  Other universities participating 
in the project are Augustana College, Northern State University, the South Dakota State Library, and South Dakota State 
University.  Our participation in NACO will reflect positively on South Dakota because we will be participating in a  
specialized and important area of cataloging.  Libraries wishing to learn more about NACO or to become a member can 
contact Dustin at Dustin.Larmore@dsu.edu. 
 
SoDakLIVE enhancements 
Coming soon! Full text access to historical state publications at the State Library's SoDakLIVE.com website is on the 
horizon.  Works currently being processed by SoDakLIVE staff include the South Dakota Library Bulletin, vol. 49,  
Anniversary Issue, 1963 and Hughes County History, compiled by the Hughes County Superintendent of Schools, 1937.  
If you have important state documents/titles that you would like to recommend SoDakLIVE preserve by digitization, 
contact LaVera Rose to discuss the feasibility of the project. 
 
The SoDakLIVE staff is also expanding e-services to libraries statewide by offering a "web help" page on the  
SoDakLIVE.com website. The web help page will be a one-stop shopping area for information about:  Metatag  
standards, graphic resolution and size, and current web technology trends. The web help page will be live on July 1.    
For more information contact LaVera Rose at 800-423-6665 (LaVera.Rose@state.sd.us)  
 
Librarians attend Research 2010 
South Dakota's Board of Regents held a one-day symposium, Research 2010: A CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH FOR RESEARCHERS, ADMINISTRATORS, POLICYMAKERS, AND BUSINESS 
LEADERS, for the six Regental Universities.  The conference, held in Pierre on May 10 in conjunction with Governor 
Rounds' Economic Day, focused on how university research can support economic development in South Dakota.  The 
librarians in the system (along with the SDLA Public Relations committee) thought this was a good opportunity to  
present a poster display on the integral role of libraries in research and economic development titled, "BOR Libraries: 
Knowledge, Research & Creativity."  Libraries were represented well by Stephen Johnson (Distance Education/Business 
Librarian, USD), Todd Quinn (Instruction/Reference Librarian, DSU), and Laura Wight (Reference Librarian/Instruction 
Coordinator, SDSU). Over 200 researchers, administrators, policymakers and business leaders from South Dakota and 
neighboring states visited the display to obtain information on research and economic development resources online as 
well as state and federal government resources.  

News 

PLEASE HELP!!! 
  
There are several openings for storytellers or readers at the South Dakota State Fair in 
Huron, Sept 4-11, 2004.  The times are 11am, 1pm, & 3pm on the following days: 
 Monday Labor Day Sept. 6  Wednesday, Sept 8 
 Thursday, Sept 9   Friday, Sept 10  
    Saturday, Sept 11 
You are paid with a free pass to the Fair and free parking.  It's lots of fun and great for 
SDLA.  Please join us at the Arts and Education Building. 
 
For more information or to volunteer, please contact Margaret Miller, mbmiller@usd.edu 
or 605-677-6094 
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The Rapid City Public Library has lots of extra metal  
shelves to give away.  These are not the entire unit, but 
 just the shelves (similar to Gaylord item M68-189, as pictured).   
They are standard flat steel library shelves, 36” wide and 7” deep. 
 
Call Terri Davis at 394-6139 ext 223 (e-mail tdavis@rcplib.org) to 
claim your shelves.  You will need to arrange for pick up or delivery. 

Nominations are now being accepted for the annual SDLA awards.  The awards 
will be presented at Awards Banquet on Thursday, Oct. 7.   The nomination form is 
available from:  http://www.usd.edu/sdla/Awards/award_form.pdf 
 
Nominations are due August 1, 2004 and may be sent to: 
  Todd Quinn 
  Karl E. Mundt Library 
  Madison, SD  57042 
  todd.quinn@dsu.edu 
 

Trustee of the Year:  Presented to a trustee of a public library who has contributed by leadership, work, ideas, community relations 
or other ways to a significant betterment of library services in that community. The trustee should have given service to the library 
beyond attendance at board meetings and should be an active patron of his/her library. 
 
New Librarian of the Year: Recognizes all of those hard-working librarians who are just getting started in the profession. The New 
Librarian of the Year is someone who: transformed a routine task or an untried idea into imaginative, creative service; projected a 
dynamic image of the professional librarian into the community and offered that community something which it did not have before; 
has performed the function of librarian for a period of not more than 10 years in South Dakota. 
 
Friend of the School Library/Media Center:  Presented to a school administrator or staff person, a parent, or community member 
who has promoted library services in schools and who has contributed outstanding leadership and service to improving those  
services. 
 
Friend of the Library:  Recognizes a non-librarian who has made a significant contribution to library development in a South  
Dakota community. The Friend is someone who has shown initiative, support, and creativity on behalf of a South Dakota library to 
the betterment of the library and its services. 
 
Librarian of the Year:  The Librarian of the Year award recognizes a member of the SD Library Association who has made an  
outstanding contribution to affect and improve library service in a SD community. The winner must have been active in the library 
profession in SD for no less than 10 years and have: shown evidence of personal professional achievement, as well as initiative and 
creativity, contributed to and participated in the library profession and related fields, focused attention on the status of the librarian in 
the community, promoted cooperation between types of libraries and their librarians, actively participated in local affairs, and is  
currently involved in librarianship. 
 
Distinguished Service Award: Honors an SDLA member who has made notable contributions to the library profession or has  
significantly furthered development of libraries in SD, or has performed exemplary service for an extended period of time. 
 
Friends of the Health Sciences Libraries: Recognize an individual's, group's, or institution's significant leadership or support for 
the growth, development or improvement of health sciences library service in South Dakota 

Support Staff of the Year:  Recognizes support staff who are making a contribution to advance and strengthen support staff in the 
library community.  The recipient will: demonstrate excellence in performance in his/her field, be active in organizations supporting 
library issues, advance and strengthen the image of library staff, demonstrate direct involvement or be focused on Support Staff 
working in libraries or information centers, be judged according to the degree by which the status and work of support staff is  
improved or enhanced within the library profession. 
 
Intellectual Freedom Award: Recognize an SDLA member or South Dakota resident or group that has exhibited strong support for 
Intellectual Freedom in the State of SD and has made significant contributions to the enhancement of First Amendment rights. 
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Employees of the Watertown Regional Library took time 
out from their hectic Aleph conversion schedule to build a 
float for the city’s annual Fourth of July parade. “Our 
theme, ‘Discover new trails @ your library’ was tied to the 
children’s summer reading program,” according to library 
director, Mike Mullin.  The ‘boat float’ depicted a keel 
boat from the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1804.  Mullin 
said, “It’s a cheap and fun way to advertise the library’s 
programs…and we won third place!” 
 
Photo & text by Paul Herting 
 

SDLA members gathered at Augustana College 
on May 26th for the 2005 Draft Legislative  

Platform & SDLA Strategic Planning Meetings.   
An additional meeting was held at the Rapid City 

Public Library on June 16th. 


